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Objectives

1. Develop manageable strategies that all faculty can use to 
help students prepare for NCLEX® in every class/semester/ 
term of the program.
▪ Program benefits - Leading to higher program pass rate.

▪ Student benefits – Earlier/Higher earning potential.

2. Describe instructional design principles that promote 
higher order thinking in students.
▪ Precollege education influences how students process information, 

think and engage in the classroom.

▪ Discuss strategies for developing higher level thinking to increase 
overall pass rate.



NCLEX® Pass Rate Outcomes

▪ RN Pass rate
▪ US Educated - 85.14%

▪ Repeat Testers -
37.25%

▪ Internationally 33.09%

▪ PN Pass rate, 
▪ US Educated - 83.79%

▪ Repeat Testers –
34.57%

▪ Internationally –
39.33%

Image Source: NCBSN.org



Polling Question

What is Your Program Pass Rate?

1. 95% +

2. 86% – 94%

3. 80-85%

4. Below 80%

5. I don't know



NCLEX® Pass Rates – Why it matters…

▪ Faculty/Program
▪ Maintain Accreditation

▪ Enrollment

▪ Higher Pass rates attract 
stronger applicants

▪ Improves reputation

▪ Students
▪ Earlier employment > Income

▪ Gets them into the workforce!



What can educators do to prepare students for the 
NCLEX® exam

▪ From Practice Analysis
▪ 12,000 new nurses

▪ Most Important/Frequent

▪ Fundamentals

▪ To Test Plan
▪ Integrated Processes

▪ Client Needs

▪ To the Bedside
▪ Conceptual

▪ Reality



Future PRESENT Situation of Nursing Education

▪ 2023 RN Test Plan Rollout / Logit Change?

▪ 2023 Next Gen Rollout

▪ Global Pandemic – Preliminary Research
▪ Substantial physical and psychological issues that lead to burnout 

and loss from the nursing workforce.

▪ Less nursing school clinical experiences leading to extended new-
grad transition.



Higher level thinking

How student’s have 
learned-how-to-
learn in the past

How student’s need 
to learn-how-to-

learn in the future

R



Every student, Every class, Every semester

▪ It’s not what they know, it’s 
how they know…

▪ Processing
▪ Thinking Pathways

▪ Integrating
▪ Begin in Fundamentals

▪ Forming habits
▪ Repetition



Clinical Judgment

▪ The outcome of critical thinking 
and clinical decision making. 

▪ Why is it important? NCSBN 
identifies:
▪ Increased gap between practice / 

academia

▪ Errors by novice nurses indicate lack in 
CJ

▪ Continuing growth in complexity

Critical 
Thinking

Clinical 
Decision 
Making

Clinical 
Judgment



6 Steps to Clinical Judgment

1. Recognize Cues

2. Analyze Cues

3. Prioritize Hypotheses

4. Generate Solutions

5. Take Actions

6. Evaluate Outcomes

Recognize 
Cues

Analyze 
Cues

Prioritize 
Hypotheses

https://www.ncsbn.org/11435.htm

Generate 
Solutions

Take Actions

Evaluate 
Outcomes

https://www.ncsbn.org/11435.htm


#1 Recognize Cues & #2 Analyze Cues

▪ Example of a cue – image, vital 
signs, lab report, statement by 
the client or his/her family

▪ Is this information a concern?

▪ What is the “worst” cue? 

▪ Is this information an 
indication of improvement or 
worsening situation?



CREATE Habits of Cue Recognition and Analysis

▪ Practice often and early
▪ Start in fundamentals

▪ During class – here are 3 
patients with Crohn’s 
disease, what cue is most 
concerning in each case 
scenario?
▪ Don’t tell them every time the ‘correct’ 

answer

▪ Integrated in a lab, sim, and 
clinical
▪ Be overt



CREATE Habits of Cue Recognition and Analysis

▪ Students write this on a 3x5 card…
▪ Based on REDUCTION of RISK POTENTIAL from the test plan

For your client today: 
• What are 3 cues that allow you to safely delegate 

care and why? 

• What are 3 cues that tell you it is unsafe to delegate 
care and why? 

Present to a peer for feedback. 



CREATE Habits of Cue Recognition and Analysis

▪ Now students, using the 
case study

▪ Open your lab book

▪ Try to create three lab values.



CREATE Habits of Cue Recognition and Analysis

▪ Review what 
you find in 
the Lab Guide



#3 Prioritize Hypotheses

▪ PRIORITIZE, PRIORITIZE, 
PRIORITIZE

▪ Which client first?

▪ Which action first?

▪ Which VS first?

▪ Which med first? Care of one client
OR 

Care of multiple clients
OR

Plans for teams

▪ Hypotheses – (Brainstorming)

▪ What could be happening?

▪ Why do you think that?

▪ What complications are 
occurring?



CREATE Habits of Hypotheses

▪ How did you do with 

hypothesizing concerns for 

this client?



#4 Generate Solutions

▪ What care is important for each 

hypothesis?

▪ Nursing interventions

▪ Medical interventions



CREATE Habits to Generate Solutions

▪ How did you do with 

generating solutions for this 

client?



#5 Take Action

▪ Analyze the nurse’s actions at 
multiple points throughout the 
shift

▪ When did the nurse intervene 
incorrectly? What did the nurse 
do? What should the nurse have 
done instead?

▪ Need to DO this often in class!

▪ Less emphasis on facts

▪ More emphasis on concepts and 
actions



CREATE Habits for Taking Action

▪ In class – Up out of your seats AND PAIR UP, pull out your phones and 
open your MED SURG CLINICAL COMPANION in Skyscape! Review the -
PRIORITY NURSING INTERVENTIONS

▪ After reviewing your clinical companions complete 2 assessments and 2 
interventions (clinical imagination) based on the concept we have been 
studying

▪ With your partner and your Skyscape app, build a patient – you have 5 
minutes….GO!



#6 Evaluate Outcomes

▪ Help students take ownership of their classroom prep and classroom 
follow-up by showing them what to do!!!

▪ Students take out your phones and let’s spend 10 minutes in NCLEX® 
Practice



NCLEX® Habits to Improve Outcomes
NEXT GEN LEARNING FOR NURSING EDUCATION



Meet Student, Katie….

▪ Katie is a second semester 
student.  

▪ She makes an appointment with 
instructor because she failed her 
first exam.  

▪ She said “high school was easy, 
and I never had to study, I don’t 
know how to focus my study. 

▪ What can you suggest?”



Encourage Katie To ….

▪ Form a habit of studying

▪ Focus on the top 3 priorities of care

▪ Take 50 to 75 questions each week 
▪ Sign up for Skyscape’s NCLEX® QOW
▪ Download NCLEX® Exam Prep App

▪ Prepare BEFORE class by reviewing material that will be covered

▪ Summarize readings after each section

▪ Review notes within 24 hours after class

▪ Participate in an effective study group

▪ Seek campus tutoring services for study skill development



Skyscape Live Demo

Using NCLEX® Products



Save Time Studying

• 6100 Practice Questions
• 25 Next Gen Questions
• 3 Preparedness Quizzes

• 4500 Practice Questions
• 3 Preparedness Quizzes



Study Habits

▪ Set Study Goals
▪ Start early

▪ Work backwards from the 
exam date

▪ Set number of questions 
per day

▪ Set aside time for studying

▪ Set reminders

▪ Answer Questions



Reorder / Prioritization Type Questions

▪ Stats Screen

▪ Practice by Question Type

▪ Select Reorder

▪ Attempt Reorder 
questions
▪ Drag answer options in 

order of priority



Know what you Don’t Know



TRACK what you Don’t Know



TRACK what you Don’t Know



Know what you Don’t Know

▪ Each question has rationale

▪ Features ASK AN EXPERT 
service where nurse educators 
are on standby to provide 
clarification if a student needs 
help or clarification of an 
answer or rationale.



Faculty Dashboard

▪ View Student Progress

▪ Filter by Category

▪ View Most Active

▪ View Hardest Question



Faculty Dashboard – Student Activity Report

▪ View by student

▪ View by date range

▪ View correct
▪ First attempt

▪ Second Attempt

▪ Incorrect



NCLEX® Question of the Week

▪ New question weekly 
▪ Posted online 

nclex.skyscape.com  

▪ Social Media channels

▪ Follow us on
▪ Facebook @skyscapeinc

▪ Instagram @skyscapeinc

▪ LinkedIn skyscape

▪ Twitter @skyscapeinc

https://nclex.skyscape.com/


Q & A
NEXT GEN LEARNING FOR NURSING EDUCATION



Ask a question

Please post your question in the chat 
window.



Thank You

▪ Contact us for more information on Skyscape Solutions
▪ Email education@skyscape.com

▪ RESOURCES referenced in Webinar

▪ Saunders Comprehensive Review for NCLEX ®

▪ NurseThink® NCLEX Quizzing app

▪ NCLEX® Question of the Week

To learn more about Skyscape offerings visit:
▪ Education.skyscape.com

▪ To view Webinar Series On-Demand:
▪ www.skyscape.com/webinars2021

▪ Questions:
▪ Email webinar@skyscape.com

mailto:education@skyscape.com
mailto:webinar@skyscape.com

