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Clinical Judgment

▪ The outcome of critical thinking 
a clinical decision making. 

▪ CJ is the DOING outcome of 
learning and practicing

▪ NCSBN sees a need for more of 
this because

▪ Increasing gap between practice / 
academia

▪ Errors by novice nurses indicate lack 
in CJ

▪ Continuing growth in complexity
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The Future - NCLEX

▪ Near – increase in difficulty

▪ Not to far off – change the type 
of testing / questions for more 
valid assessment of CJ



5 Steps to Clinical Judgment

1. Cue recognition

2. Hypotheses generation

3. Hypotheses evaluation

4. Taking actions

5. Evaluating outcomes

https://www.ncsbn.org/11435.htm
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#1 Cue Recognition

▪ Example of a cue – digital 
clubbing, vitals, statement by 
the client

▪ Is this information a priority?

▪ Is this information an indication 
of improvement / worsening?

▪ Extended multiple response 
where the test taker labels 
multiple items as “unrelated” 
“sign of improvement” or “sign 
of worsening”



Cue Recognition Learning

▪ Practice often and early
▪ Start in fundamentals

▪ During class – here are 3 
patients with Crohn’s disease, 
what is most concerning in 
each case scenario?
▪ Don’t tell them every time the ‘correct’ 

answer

▪ Integrated in a lab / sim / 
clinical
▪ Be overt



CREATE Cue Recognition Habits

▪ Students write this on a 3x5 card…
▪ Based on REDUCTION of RISK POTENTIAL from the test plan

For your client today, what are 3 things you can 
delegate and why? What are 3 things you can 
not delegate and why? Present to a peer for 
feedback. 



CREATE Cue Recognition Habits

▪ Now students, using the case 

study

▪ Open your lab book

▪ Try to create three lab values.



CREATE Cue Recognition Habits

▪ Review what 
you find in the 
Lab Guide



#2 Hypothesis Generation

▪ A lot of talk about PRIORITIZE

▪ A lot of talk about what needs 
to be done to get the best 
outcomes for the client

▪ Extended drag and drop, no 
longer a list of tasks performed 
in the correct order…

Care of one client

OR

Care of multiple clients

OR

Plans for teams



#3 Hypothesis Evaluation

▪ Compare with the evidence base

▪ Compare with the priority client 
needs

▪ Compare with ideas from peers



Hypothesis Generation/Evaluation Learning

▪ Of these 3 patients, who is most at risk for cervical cancer? (drag the client 
scenario into the correct location)

▪ Of these 3 clients, who is most at risk for lung cancer? (drag the client 
scenario into the correct location)

▪ Of these 3 clients, who is most at risk for ovarian cancer? (drag the client 
scenario into the correct location)

▪ Allow the students the opportunity to CREATE some of this on their own. 
Then compare with a peer.



Hypothesis Generation/Evaluation Learning

▪ How did you do with planning 
for this client?



DO NurseThink®



#4 Taking Actions

▪ Remember CJ is the DOING 
part of Critical Thinking and 
Clinical Decision making

▪ The candidate SORTS the 
hypotheses and addresses the 
highest PRIORITY



Taking Actions - Learning

▪ Question type, where the test taker 
analyzes the nurse’s actions at 
multiple points throughout the shift

▪ When did the nurse intervene 
incorrectly? What did the nurse 
do? What should the nurse have 
done instead?

▪ Need to DO this often in class!

▪ Less emphasis on facts

▪ More emphasis on concepts and 
actions



Taking Actions - Learning

▪ In class – Up out of your seats AND PAIR UP, take your phones and take a 
look at your MED SURG CLINICAL COMPANION in Skyscape! Then review 
the NurseThink® Notes – PRIORITY NURSING INTERVENTIONS

▪ After reviewing your clinical companions DO at least 2 assessments and 2 
interventions (clinical imagination) based on the concept we have been 
studying



Skills Hub Learn

▪ Text



Skills Hub Log



Skills Hub Practice



Skills Hub Quiz



Skills Hub: Student Summary Report



Skills Hub: Detail Report of Student



#5 Evaluate Outcome

▪ What cues does the nurse look 
for?

▪ Compare outcome against what 
was expected

▪ Expanded drag and drop, 
Extended multiple response, 
Scenario questions



Evaluate Outcome - Learning

▪ Scenario question 

▪ Multiple response – what are the priority cues

▪ Scenario action

▪ Multiple response – what are the actions to take

▪ Scenario evaluate outcome

▪ Multiple response – what outcomes are most concerning



WRAP-UP
NEXT GEN LEARNING FOR NURSING EDUCATION



Learning – Are they ready?

▪ Help students take ownership of their classroom prep and classroom follow-
up by showing them what to do!!!

▪ Students take out your phones and let’s spend 10 minutes in NCLEX Practice



Save Time Studying



Know what you Don’t Know



Know what you Don’t Know



TRACK what you Don’t Know



TRACK what you Don’t Know



Know what you Don’t Know

▪ Each question has rationale

▪ Features ASK AN EXPERT service 
where nurse educators are on 
standby to provide clarification 
if a student needs help or 
clarification of an answer or 
rationale.



Learning / Be Overt - 5 Steps to Clinical Judgment

Use this language…it’s ok

1. Cue recognition

2. Hypotheses generation

3. Hypotheses evaluation

4. Taking actions

5. Evaluating outcomes

https://www.ncsbn.org/11435.htm
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Clinical Judgment Requires Formation of Habits

▪ What can be done in class, 
lab/sim, and clinical?

▪ What can be done in all 
semesters?

▪ What can be done with any 
lesson plan?



Q & A
NEXT GEN LEARNING FOR NURSING EDUCATION



Ask a question

Please post your question in the chat 
window.



Thank You

▪ Contact us for more information on Skyscape Solutions
▪ Email sales@skyscape.com

▪ RESOURCES referenced in Webinar
▪ Skills Hub App – find in App and Google Play stores
▪ Saunders Comprehensive Review for NCLEX Examination | NurseThink™ bundle

▪ Skyscape.com  | Search NurseThink

▪ More tips for using NurseThink® Notes Notebook 2nd Edition - NurseThink.com
▪ NurseThink® Notes Notebook App ~ Coming Soon

▪ To learn more about Skyscape offerings visit:
▪ www.skyscape.com/education

▪ To view Webinar Series On-Demand:
▪ www.skyscape.com/nursingwebinars2018

▪ Questions:
▪ Email webinar@skyscape.com

mailto:sales@skyscape.com
http://nursethink.com/
http://www.skyscape.com/groups
http://www.skyscape.com/nursingwebinars2018
mailto:webinar@skyscape.com

